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King Lear by William Shakespeare	August 16, 2017

Hi Everyone – we’ll begin the class right at the top of the hour…
Setting
.
Characters 
.


Story Chart
THEME:
The tragedy of ignorance of self
Importance of self-knowledge
Human nature is flawed
Sight
[bookmark: _GoBack]CONFLICT
Will Lear be “loved” in the way he desires?
Will Lear preserve his kingdom while offloading responsibility?
Will Lear “see better”?  That is, see himself clearly?
PLOT
SETTING 

CHARACTERS

Lear wants to shun responsibility, and wants “love” (flattery). 
Regan and Goneril are flatterers, while Cordelia loves truly w/o flattery.
Kent advises Lear to “see better.”


Climax:  
ACT THREE?
A turning point of the conflict begins its resolution.
“That way madness lies.” He begins to realize that resisting self-knowledge will kill you.



Conclusion:  
ACT FIVE?
(We are led to “conclude” something about what the story is all about.)
Lear brings Cordelia’s body from prison; we learn that he has killed her hangman. “Mine eyes are not the best, I tell you straight.” Unable to cope with Cordelia’s death, and with all that he finally sees, he dies.
Rising Action:  
ACT TWO?
(A conflict emerges among the characters.) R&G flatter, but not C, and she is disinherited. R&G then shun/rob Lear. Meanwhile, Gloucester also misjudges his sons and banishes Edgar. Lear storms out onto the heath. Gloucester is blinded by R&G and the conspirators
Denouement:  
ACT FOUR?
The intrigue between the houses of R,G and Edmund; the letter revealing Edmund’s plot; R&G do each other in; Edmund and Edgar reconcile; we learn of Gloucester’s death
Exposition:  
ACT ONE?
(Characters introduced into a setting.)
King of England (Lear) decides to give away his kingdom to his daughters based on who loves him most. 
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