Three Kinds of Education:
A Buyer's Guide

By Adam Andrews to be well adjusted citizens of their

When you decided to homeschogur neighborhoods and communities.

children, you made ahrewd move you chose
to treat educationasa commodity. Not content
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Professional

issue brand, gu declaredyourself aconsumer Thiskind of education islesigned to produe

in the education marketwith the same rights experts in a particuladiscipline The fields of

and privileges of all consumeegerywhereq engineering, higher math and science, advanced
namely, the right tcchoose betweerptions; computer programming, architecture, medicine,
the right to decide whetherand what to buy. law, business and information technologem
Boy, the decisions came thick and fast after with studentswho havethis sort of training.

that RA Ry Qu 0 KSeK Gt N2 T S adacat®dnpioduces sfudents

What books to read? What tests to take? who know lots and lots of information about a
Which math curriculum is best®hich book relatively narrow field ofnquiry. These

prepares Johnny for the college boards? What  Studentsare experts specialists They have

about phonics? Latin, French, both or neither? ~ been taught more than simply how to behave; )
Science now or science later? UKSeQus taz oafanyqtiat dz3Ku
is, to apply their specific knowledge, when

asked or hired to do so, to a specific type of

situation Parents who desire this kind of

education for their kids are often primarily

concerned with havinghem get good, high

paying jobs.

Every homeschooler is of necegsit curriculum
designer, andhese areallimportant decisions.
It may be helpful to consider thatthough the
number ofcurriculum choices on the market
increases daily, there are really orhyee types
of education to choose from

_ Philosophical
Practical

) o, < o Thethird type of education available to the
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education ilesigned to give students a basic This kind of educatiois concerned primarily

set pf skills that will enable thgm to fungtlon in with reading great books, studying world

society and will help them avoid becomiag tFy3ddd 38583 YR GNRGAY3T F o
burden on the public wealkdls like reading a designed to give studes the abilityto tell the

newspaper, driving aa, balancing a difference between truth and fal$®od: to
checkbook, operating a computeataying o & recognize the timeless principles that make

basketball team ofilling out a job application. successful societies possilaled to
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creation of good citizensStudents who are the
products of such educatidearnhow to

behave, and their parents and teachers are
primarily concerned with having them turn out

A dphilosophicat education produces students
who arenot onlycapableof choosing good over
evil butalso capable of leading their fellow men
in the pursuit of good.In short, while the
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practical student knows how toeehave like a GLISNIFAYAYy3a (G2 AKS f2@S 2

good citizenand the professional student philosophical education ihereforean

knows how taperform like a specialisthe education inideas rather than skills or habits
philosophical stdent knows how tdhink - like only¢ideas likeLiberty, Virtue, Sacrifice, Love,
a statesman Beauty and Truth.

While these may seenkk greeting card
clichés the truth is thatsuch ideashave ruled
human society since the dawn of tiniehe

EducationShopping

Of the three types of education mentioned ) : _ _
here, the first is the easiest to get. It is available ~ Nistory Of their rule is preservedfus inthe .
in every public school in AmeridApugh you tAUSNI UdNE 2F UKS QAGAL AL
NBIffe R2Yy ®ihogndlieto ge 3I2N lfegature that a philosophical education

it. Indeed most parents who have decided on begins.

homeschoolindghave probably also decided that Here are three questions you can use to

they canprovide a soundpractica€ education determine whether thecurriculumchoices

on their owng perhaps without any curriculum & 2 dafomsBering wiltontribute to your

at all & (i dzR phyfoscghical education

The second kind of education, howeethe 1. Will these materials require my students to
¢professionalikind ¢ requires intensie study read extensively? Will my students encounter
and trainingand is usually undertaken at the _ classics of the English language such as the
collegelevel oraboveL ¥ € 2 dzZQNXB I T 0 Quksbffiitan, Shkesp&are, Dickens,

of education for your studenthe most Wordsworthor the King James Bible®ill they
productive thing you can do is to help him encouner classics of ancient literature, such as
develop good study habits, so that when he the works of Homer, Sophocles and Virdil?
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mental workload 2. Will these materials require or facilitate the

To do this, you shouldhoose curriculum discussion of ideasWhat kind of writing will
materialswhose reading assignmendse they demand? Will my studentsbe taught to
challenging, plentiful and continuous. The respond b their reading out loud and on paper
ability to concentrate for extended periods of on a regular basis in order to develop skills of
time on what one reds is absolutely essential analysis and setxpression? If not, why not?

for success in a professional field, and practice

is the only way to get there. 3. Will these materialleach ME to lead my

studentsin these area?®
In the final analysigarentswho choosea

G LIK A f 2 Zeducakion gett theémost bang for
their curriculum buck This is becausa
philosophicakducation does not neglect the
kinds ofskills that make a good citizemd it

also provides necessary training in the habits of
mind that make good specialists. In other
words,the goals of both the practical and
professional education are almost autotizally
met by the student who pursues a philosophical

Keeping these questions in mind can help you
choose wisely and become an effective
consumer in the education marketplace.
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But a philosophical education provides much of Teaching the Classics: a Socratic Method for
more. The termphilosophical means Literary Education.
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