
© 2007 The Center for Literary Education 1 www.centerforlit.com  

Suggested Reading List:   

High School (9th-12th Grades) 
 
 

(These titles are presented in no particular order, and represent choices made for a particular 
class from a host of possibilities.  Parents and teachers are encouraged to modify these lists 
with their own favorites.) 

 

9th Grade 

 The Iliad, Homer 

 Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare  

 Frankenstein, Shelley  

 King Arthur, Pyle  

 Don Quixote, Cervantes  

 The Aeneid, Virgil  

 Poetry: Selections from Hopkins, 
Wordsworth, Frost, Shakespeare, Donne, 
etc. 

 The Chosen, Potok  

 

10th Grade 

 Beowulf 

 City of God, Augustine 

 Confessions, Augustine 

 The Divine Comedy, Dante 

 Canterbury Tales, Chaucer 

 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, retold by 
Tolkien 

 Taming of the Shrew, Shakespeare 

 Ivanhoe, Sir Walter Scott 

 The Nine Tailors, Sayers 

 The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis 

 

11th Grade 

 Paradise Lost, Milton 

 Pilgrim’s Progress, Bunyan 

 Gulliver’s Travels, Swift 

 Faust, Goethe 

 Hamlet, Shakespeare 

 The English Poets: Selections from Herbert, 
Hopkins, Arnold, Tennyson, Donne, 
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Blake, 
Browning 

 Henry V, Shakespeare 

 The Tempest, Shakespeare 

 

12th Grade 

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Stowe 

 Up From Slavery, Washington 

 The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne 

 The Red Badge of Courage, Crane 

 War and Peace, Tolstoy  

 Heart of Darkness, Conrad 

 Poetry: Selections from Dickinson, Frost, 
Yeats, Bryant, Houseman, Lanier, Lowell 

 Tradition and the Individual Talent, Eliot 
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 One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch, 
Solzhenitsyn 

 The Old Man and the Sea, Hemingway  

 To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee 

 Revelation, O’Connor 

 The Screwtape Letters, Lewis 

 

 
 

 

 


